
 

 

 
Connection - Education - Conservation - Exploration 

Colorado, USA 



 

EDUCATION  Fish for Change students are immersed in all 
elements of education, as both students and teachers. 
Students learn from guides, instructors, local officials, 
scientists, and conservationists. Students also teach English 
in the local schools, and pass on fly-fishing knowledge to 
local students. Students are constantly engaged and 
growing in the hierarchy of education, in other words, 
becoming leaders. 

CONSERVATION  Fish for Change students engage in 
local conservation projects that produce real change in 
real time. Students work with local people on issues 
including waste management, recycling-based community 
art projects, reforestation, scientific research, and the 
protection of local fisheries.  

EXPLORATION  Fly fishing is our lens for exploration. We 
study and practice all aspects of the infinite world of fly-
fishing, especially as it relates to the local area. In addition to 
fly-fishing, students engage in other forms of local 
adventure tourism including snorkeling, diving, paddle 
boarding, indigenous culture exploration, and more.   

CONNECTION  Connection is the heart of our student 
programs. Students from around the world connect 
with one another in new environments. Relationships 
are the foundation of our service projects and fishing.  

`



 

Fish for Change is a nonprofit organization that 
offers international fly fishing programs. Our 
mission is to use fly-fishing as a platform to make 
the world a better place by uniting a diverse group 
of students in wild fisheries where they engage in a 
variety of initiatives that promote Connection, 
Education, Conservation, and Exploration 

Throughout the course of the program, students 
integrate with local communities and work together 
on local and global initiatives, including community 
development projects, mangrove restoration, 
education based projects with local children, 
community art projects, trash clean ups and more.  



 
August 1 - 8, 2019 

Tuition: $3,200  
(all inclusive except for flight, gear, trip insurance and tips)  

Average group size: 6 students/ 2 staff  

Saturday  
Travel Day to the Roaring fork Valley - Introduction to Freshwater fishing, fly tying clinic, group 

reflection and writing  

Sunday 
Guided fly fishing, work with Roaring Fork Conservancy  

Monday 
Guided fly fishing, work with Roaring Fork Conservancy  

Tuesday  
Guided fly fishing, work with Roaring Fork Conservancy  

Wednesday 
Team up with local guides and help instruct kids from the Challenge Program out of Denver. 

Head to Black Canyon of the Gunnison River and get ready to launch next morning  

Thursday 
Launch into the Black Canyon of the Gunnison River and work with the BLM  

Friday  
Float the Black Canyon of the Gunnison River and work with the BLM  

Saturday  
Take out of the Black Canyon and depart  

Itinerary

Program Dates 



 

  

 

 

BLM 
The Bureau of Land Management is an agency within the United States Department of the Interior responsible for 
administering public lands. With oversight over 247.3 million acres, it governs one eighth of the country's 
landmass. Students engage with the BLM in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison River learning about it’s  diverse landscape 
ranging from adobe badlands to rugged pinyon and juniper-covered slopes.   

Throughout the course of summer programs students work on service programs and community 
development projects 

Service Projects/ Activities  

Roaring Fork Conservancy  
Learn more about the Roaring Fork Conservancy and the concepts of watershed in activities.  Take part in “Water in the 
West” informing students on drinking water supplies, drought status, CO Water Law, water use in the American West 
and the Roaring Fork as a water supply for millions of people. Explore Riparian habitat and take part in macro 
vertebrate studies. Tour the Frying Pan learning about economic impacts of fishing, using the Ruedi Reservoir as 
compensatory storage and not water supply, visit the dam and learn about hydropower and conduct river cleanups. 

Teaching and Connecting with Inner City Kids 
Connection is our key pillar with Fish for Change. Students will learn the fundamentals of teaching fly fishing and 
share their experiences with Inner City kids from Denver. Denver youth will make the trek for a learn to fly fish 
excursion in the Roaring Fork Valley. This interaction expands the connections of youth within many levels of nature, 
socialization and outdoor exploration. Most Inner city youth have never had the opportunity to leave the city and 
the outdoor experience with Fish For Change is an incredible opportunity to share and pass along the  love of the 
outdoors and fly fishing while creating life long friendships and environmental stewardship ethics.

The Black Canyon  of the Gunnisson River  
The Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area encompasses Gunnison Gorge Wilderness, Flat Top-Peach Valley, and 
Gunnison River Recreation Area. The river cuts a wide path through the breathtaking sandstone and black granite 
canyon. The area, known for its exceptional and challenging whitewater boating, also features world class gold medal 
trout waters.  The Gunnison Gorge Wilderness offers a wild and pristine backcountry experience, with its unique black 
granite and colorful sandstone double-canyon system carved by the Gunnison River. Fourteen miles of the Gunnison 
River flow through this wilderness area, offering diverse and abundant recreation opportunities. The Gunnison Gorge 
Wilderness now contains a total of 17,700 acres and is managed by the Bureau of Land Management. All of the 
Wilderness is in the state of Colorado. In 1999 the Gunnison Gorge Wilderness became part of the now over 109 
million acre National Wilderness Preservation System.



 

Location

The Roaring Fork Valley is classified as Wild Trout waters and a Gold Medal fishery.  There is an 
abundance of freestone rivers that flow down valley and into the mighty Colorado River creating some of 
the best fishing in Colorado. The Black Canyon of the Gunnison River holds rich history, epic fishing and 
some of the wildest terrain Colorado offers amongst the most serene backdrop. The combination of both 
the Roaring Fork Valley and the Black Canyon of the Gunnison River creates an incredible opportunity for 
students to engage in environmental stewardship activities, community outreach and the ability to 
experience some of the best fishing trout fishing in North America.  

. 

Accommodation
For the first part of the trip students will stay on campus at the Colorado Mountain College located 
in Glenwood Springs. Tucked in the foothills of the Roaring Fork Valley, the campus is the perfect 
location for students to program activities.  The second half of the program students will be 
camping in tents along the Gunnison River in the heart of the Black Canyon.  



 

Target Species: Rainbow, Brown and Cutthroat Trout  

Flies: Check out Guide Flies Dry / Dropper Box  (www.guideflies.com) or gear list 
below 
  
Boat: Drift boats that comfortably fish 2 anglers 
  
Terrain: Freestone River bottoms, alpine and mountainous  

Weather:  Hot and dry in the day with cool evenings. 

Guides: Our team of guides are passionate, fun, and English speaking. They will 
work with you one on one during your time on the water. 

Cast: An accurate and efficient 40 foot cast is recommended. 

Preparing for your trip:  Throughout the course of the week we will cover gear, 
knots, flies, casting, etc. The best way to prepare for your trip is cast, cast, cast. Find 
an instructor in your area, get out on the water as often as you can, or set up targets 
in your backyard.

The Fishery and how to prepare 

http://www.guideflies.com
http://www.guideflies.com


 
 

Airport:  Denver International Airport  

Saturday Arrival: Make sure your international flight arrives in Denver before 12:30 pm. 

A Fish For Change Representative will meet students at airport or if local will coordinate 
meeting location. 

Group will board a private shuttle van and head to Roaring Fork Valley  

Parent/ Guardian will be notified when students arrive at lodge safely between 4pm and 6pm   

Saturday Departure:  
Arrive to Denver Airport early afternoon  

Trip Leaders will help students to check into their flights and secure travel needs.  

Students will have access to their phones and service for contact with parent/ guardian.  

Make sure your international flight departs Denver  after 2pm.  

Travel Information 



 

Fishing Gear  
Rods: 6 weight rods  

Reels: Any quality reel with a good drag 
system and at least 100 yards of 30lb backing  

Lines: Freshwater  floating line  

Leaders: 
9ft 8lb  

Tippet: We recommend bringing 5, 6, 8, 10, 
and 12 pound tippet  

Flies: Check our Guide Flies website to buy a 
custom fly box  

Other: Flats boots or closed toe sandals for 
wading flats, pliers, clippers, sun gloves, dry 
bag.  

If you are missing items of gear, please notify 
our team.  

Packing List: 

Personal Gear  

4 long sleeve flats shirts (quick dry, sun 

protection with a hood is recommended)  

4 quick dry flats pants  

2 shirts  

2 shorts  

Pajamas  

1 lightweight rain jacket  

1 bathing suit  

Buffs (sun protectors for your face)  

Toiletries  

Bug Spray Sunscreen  

Camera  

Headlamp  

Sunglasses  

Hat 

Sandals, hiking shoes, wading boots  

Journal and pen (writing every day)  

Passport, plane ticket, itinerary, cash 



General Considerations

Gratuities: 
$300 total is recommended. Guides average tip is $25 USD per day / per angler and is given to the 
guide at the end of each day. 

Time Zone: 
Mountain Standard Time Zone 

Laundry:  
Laundry will not be available 

Communication:  
Student Programs are a phone free zone. Students will have access to their phone for photos 
throughout the course of the week, but no access to WiFi. Reach out to info@fishforchange.org  

Family and friends can also follow along on the daily instagram stories @fishforchange and blog 
https://www.fishforchange.org/ blog to keep up on students adventures. 

Water Bottle:  
Bring a water bottle as we are a plastic free lodge. Purified water is available throughout the lodge. 
The water is spring fed, filtered and OK to shower and brush your teeth, we recommend staying with 
bottled water for drinking. 

Emergency Contact Info 
Emergencies: info@fishforchange.org or 
All other questions:  Heather Harkavy - Director of Operations, heather@fishforchange.org 
954-579-3457 

mailto:info@fishforchange.org
mailto:heather@fishforchange.org
mailto:info@fishforchange.org
mailto:heather@fishforchange.org

